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28 February 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Training

25X1A e d

SUBJECT : Survivel and Detention Training
for Vietnem Personnel

1. VWith very few exceptions, all personnel going PCS to
' Vietnan take elther the SVNOC conducted by Mr. or the
25X1A trisd of courses - the Vietnam Area Course (VAC), the Vietnam
8tati on Orientation (VBO), and the Vietnam Paramilitary Orientation
{VPO) - for which I have some raesponsibility. The exceptions are
some "high-level" personnel who get their orientation in their
own fashion end the occesional people who for some unusual reason,
personal or official, are transferred or hurried to Baigon without
benefit of either of these progrems. ;

\ 2. Both programe offer training in “enduring enemy detention”
! and "escape snd survival.”

A. The BVNOC offers three hours of endurance of
detentlon, two hours of survival techniques, and two hours on
personal security.

B. In the week-long VBO there is one hour on personal
heslith, and this includes 15 minutes on detention; the subject
of perscnal security is treated informelly in panel discussions
with returnees on living and working conditions in Vietnam. For
the men taking the VPO - and whether they take it depends on
prior PM training and experience - there ig a two-hour lecture
: on escape and survival.

3. As an historical footnote, be 1t remerked that the

§25x1 A VB0 at one time did feature a two-hour lecture, and an excelimt
lecture it was by OMS/AE, on enduring enemy
25X1A detention; but this wes dropped froam the course becsuse it was

felt vy FE/j ofticials that this subject was not needed by
| personnel going to Saigon as opposed to those going up-country.
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